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Under certain conditions, chemicals can be poisonous or have a harmful 
effect on your health.  Some chemicals, which are safe and even helpful 
in small amounts, can be harmful in larger quantities or under certain 
conditions.  Chemical accidents do happen, at home and in the commu-
nity and may involve fire or explosion.  You may be unable to see or 
smell anything, but still be in danger of exposure. 
 
You may be exposed to a chemical in three ways: 
· Breathing the chemical 
· Swallowing contaminated food, water, or medica-

tion 
· Touching the chemical, or coming into contact 

with clothing or things that have touched the chemical 
 
The most common home chemical emergencies involve small children 
ingesting medicines.  Keep all medicines, cosmetics, cleaning products, 
and other household chemicals out of sight and reach of children.  If your 
child eats or drinks a non-food substance, find any containers immedi-
ately and take them to the phone.  Call the poison center at 1-800-222-
1222 or 9-1-1 and follow their instructions carefully. 
 
Chemical accidents can be prevented: 
· Always read the directions before using a new product. 
· Do not mix household chemicals. 
· Never smoke while using household chemicals. 
· If you should spill a chemical, ventilate the area, and clean up imme-

diately; always protecting your nose, mouth, eyes, and skin. 
· Dispose of products properly to preserve our environment and pro-

tect wildlife. 
· Never store hazardous chemicals in food containers. 
 
During a large-scale hazardous material accident in your community, 
stay upwind or upstream of the release and find shelter immediately.  
Listen to local radio, TV stations, or all-hazards weather radio for infor-
mation.  If advised, follow instructions to evacuate or shelter-in-place. 
 
Care: 
Call 9-1-1.  Carefully remove contaminated clothing and jewelry, flush 
exposed area with lots of cool water for 20 minutes, and seek medical 
care. 
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