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Barnes County Commission 
July 16, 2013 

Valley City, ND  58072 
 

The Barnes County Commission met in regular session on Tuesday, July 16, 2013 with Phil Leitner, Cindy Schwehr, 
Eldred Knutson, John Froelich, and Rodger Berntson present. Chairman Knutson called the meeting to order at 8:00 
a.m., the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the Agenda was reviewed. 
 

Weed Board – Township Cost-share 
Jim McAllister, Weed Officer, informed the Commission that the Weed Board is increasing the amount of cost share 

allowed for townships to cover labor charges (up to $500) for applying chemical for leafy spurge control.  

Auditor – Minutes/Miscellaneous 
Rodger Berntson moved to approve the July 2, 2013 minutes with corrections; John Froelich seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. John Froelich moved to approve the July 9, 2013 minutes; Cindy Schwehr seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. 

John Froelich moved to re-appoint Shawn Olauson for another term on the School Annexation, Reorganization, and 

Dissolution Committee; Phil Leitner seconded the motion. Motion carried. There is still an opening on the Park Board 

that needs to be filled. The Title VI compliance audit review was discussed; Beth Didier, Auditor, will prepare a 

response. John Froelich made a motion to enter into a Joint Powers Agreement with the North Dakota Association of 

Counties for purchasing Public Administrator Support, in response to House Bill 1041; Cindy Schwehr seconded the 

motion. Motion carried.  

Planning & Zoning – Variances 
Betty Koslofsky, Tax Director, presented an application for a Variance (Setback) from Mark & Andrea Winter 
(Ashtabula Township, NE ¼ 27-142-58). John Froelich moved to approve the application; Cindy Schwehr seconded 
the motion. Motion carried. Ms. Koslofsky presented an application for a Variance (Setback) from Frederick Gruman 
(Cuba Township, NE ¼ 26-139-57). Cindy Schwehr moved to approve the application; Phil Leitner seconded the 
motion. Motion carried. Ms. Koslofsky presented an application for a Variance (Setback) from Adam Faul (Ashtabula 
Township, Lot 14 Block 2 of Martin’s Landing in 32-142-58). Cindy Schwehr moved to approve the application; John 
Froelich seconded the motion. Motion carried. Ms. Koslofsky presented an application for a Variance (Setback) from 
Maple River Grain & Agronomy, LLC (Alta Township, NW ¼ 20-140-57). John Froelich moved to approve the 
application; Cindy Schwehr seconded the motion. Motion carried. Ms. Koslofsky presented an application for an 
Auditor’s Lot from Douglas Etter & David Etter (Pierce Township, N ½ 26-143-61). Phil Leitner moved to approve the 
application; John Froelich seconded the motion. Motion carried. Ms. Koslofsky presented applications for two 
Auditor’s Lots from Mary Legge and Matthew Legge (Brimer Township, NW ¼ 28-141-61). Rodger Berntson moved 
to approve the applications; John Froelich seconded the motion. Motion carried. Ms. Koslofsky presented an 
application for an Auditor’s Lot from Robert & Jean Steffes (Marsh Township, NW ¼ 1-139-58). Cindy Schwehr 
moved to approve the application; John Froelich seconded the motion. Motion carried. Ms. Koslofsky presented an 
application for an Auditor’s Lot and Conditional Use Permit from Nick Nielsen (Valley Township, SW ¼ 24-140-58). 
Cindy Schwehr moved to approve the application; John Froelich seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

AFLAC – County Cafeteria Plan 
Dale Kessler, AFLAC representative, updated the Commission on products and services available to the County and 

County employees through AFLAC. 

Colonial Life – Insurance Options 
Zebulon Dickey, Colonial Life representative, updated the Commission on products and services available to the 

County and County employees through Colonial Life. Mr. Dickey also provided information on the cost for a group 

term life insurance plan.  

VC/BC Development Corporation – I-94 Regional Development Corridor 
Jennifer Feist, Valley City/Barnes County Development Corporation Director of Development, along with George 
Gaukler, David Bradford, and Wade Bruns, discussed the Development Corporations economic development 
activities and the I-94 Regional Development Corridor. The Commission requested more communication and County 
involvement in the future.  

 
City County Health – Office Space 

Theresa Will, City County Health (CCH) Director, along with Sharon Buhr and Tom Overn (CCH board members), 

provided additional information on the First Community Credit Union (FCCU) building and requested approval to 

purchase the building for $510,000 as an alternative location for the CCH offices. Phil Leitner made a motion to deny 

the request; John Froelich seconded the motion. Motion failed, with Phil Leitner and John Froelich voting “yes” and 

Cindy Schwehr, Eldred Knutson, and Rodger Berntson voting “no”. Rodger Berntson made a motion to pursue 

entering into negotiations with FCCU with the intent to purchase the building; Cindy Schwehr seconded the motion. 
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Motion carried, with Rodger Berntson, Cindy Schwehr and Eldred Knutson voting “yes” and Phil Leitner and John 

Froelich voting “no”. CCH and Social Services will get together to discuss their respective space needs, and Ms. Will 

will contact FCCU to initiate the process.    

Department Head Meeting 
The following subjects were discussed: County communications (all employees as opposed to Department Heads 
only); New Veterans Services Officer Scott Crump; Parking Lot repair needed; County operating 911 as of today; and 
Homelessness being discussed by local entities.  

Emergency Management – Steele County/911 
Kim Franklin, Emergency Manager, updated the Commission on the Dispatch schedule and asked for clarification on 
carryover of the current dispatchers’ comp-time balances. The department is now short one full-time dispatcher. Ms. 
Franklin requested approval to purchase a radio at a cost of approximately $7,000 to communicate with State Radio. 
The current system costs $670 per month, so this purchase will pay for itself in less than a year. Cindy Schwehr 
moved to approve the request; Rodger Berntson seconded the motion. Motion carried. Ms. Franklin then requested 
approval to purchase six used lockers for use by the dispatchers at a total of $1,250, to be installed in the bathroom 
across the hall from Dispatch. Rodger Berntson moved to approve the request; Cindy Schwehr seconded the motion. 
Motion carried, with Phil Leitner voting “no”. The Commission discussed the agreement with Steele County for 
Emergency Management services and John Froelich moved to pay Ms. Franklin $650 per month in additional wages 
(out of the $1,350 that the County receives from Steele County); Rodger Berntson seconded the motion. Motion 
carried, with Phil Leitner voting “no”. Ms. Franklin will keep track of her time spent on Steele County business. 
Incident Command System training has been rescheduled to September. Eldred Knutson will meet with Valley City 
Mayor, Bob Werkhoven, to iron out the 911 equipment list.   

Highway – 2014-2015 Proposed Road Projects/Miscellaneous 
Kerry Johnson, Road Superintendent, along with Shawn Mayfield from Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson, presented a list of 
road improvement projects proposed for 2014-2015. The projects will be funded by a combination of Federal aid 
dollars, local money, and funds allocated by the ND State Legislature through House Bill 1358. John Froelich made a 
motion to approve the proposed list of 2014-2015 HB1358 improvement projects to be submitted for further approval; 
Rodger Berntson seconded the motion. Motion carried.   
 
DuWayne Didier requested an update on the Fox Lake pumping project. The Commission is waiting on responses 
from the State Water Commission and the Water Board’s attorney. Mr. Johnson was instructed to rent a pump to 
verify the feasibility of purchasing a pump, as previously discussed. John Froelich will set up the 105,500 road limit 
discussion meeting. Kerry Johnson and Rodger Berntson will set up meetings with interested parties to discuss cost-
sharing road improvements necessary in order to reduce the need for spring road restrictions in certain areas.  

Commission Discussion  
The Commissioners discussed the following: Airport mediation with Lori Jury; Corps of Engineers looking into taking 
over the FEMA buy-out slide areas; and the Housing meeting and property exemptions.  
 
With no further business, Phil Leitner made a motion, seconded by John Froelich, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________      _______________________ 

Beth M Didier       Eldred Knutson, Chairman 

Barnes County Auditor      Barnes County Commission 


