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Barnes County Commission 
December 18, 2012 

Valley City, ND  58072 
 

The Barnes County Commission met in regular session on Tuesday, December 18, 2012 with all Commissioners 
present. Chairman Knutson called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m., and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 

Extension: Healthy Vending Machine 
 

Ellen Bjelland, Extension Agent, and Theresa Will, City/County Health Director, met with the Commission to discuss 
the proposed Healthy Vending Machine. A survey to determine the level of interest in having a Healthy Vending 
Machine in the Courthouse has been taken, and the results were presented. Converting to the Healthy Vending 
Machine will not be possible until the Vendor gets a large enough contract in Valley City to make it feasible. No action 
was taken at this time. A reminder was given regarding the “On the Move” program.  
 

Extension:  Program Reports 
 

Ms. Bjelland and Amy Tichy presented the Barnes County Extension Service Report for January – December, 2012 
highlighting the various programs presented this past year.    
 

State’s Attorney: Assistant State’s Attorney 
 

Lee Grossman, State’s Attorney, informed the Commission that the new Assistant State’s Attorney, Ashley Heitkamp, 
will start on January 2, 2013. It was noted that she was also the Title VI Coordinator in Stutsman County. Mr. 
Grossman mentioned that the Clerk of Court interviewed five applicants for the opening in that office.  
 

Sheriff: Barnes/Stutsman County Task Force 
 

Randy McClaflin, Sheriff, presented a Modification of Contract for the purpose of extending the Lake Patrol through 
2013. Cindy Schwehr made a motion to approve signing of the Contract; John Froelich seconded the motion. Motion 
carried.  
 
Troy Kelly and Doug Muske presented a report showing the accomplishments of the Task Force in 2012. The 
Commission asked for clarification as to how the cost-sharing is determined. The Task Force Coordinator meets with 
the Department Heads that are involved and negotiates the cost-share with them. The Department Head then 
includes this in the budget request, which ultimately is approved by the Commission.  
 
Mr. McClaflin indicated that Barnes County North has asked for some extra patrol at this time. He also indicated that 
he will discuss funding of future needs with the school board. He also mentioned that the Sheriff’s Department 
offered their open position to Kallie Gruman, pending the results of the background check. She is to start on January 
2, 2013.  
 

Library Board Appointment 
 

Three names were submitted for the vacancy on the Library Board: Kalyn Botz, Jodee Ukestad, and Margaret 
Dahlberg. Cindy Schwehr moved to appoint Margaret Dahlberg to fill the unexpired term running from July 2011 – 
June 2014; Eldred Knutson seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
 

Water Board Appointment 
 

The Commission received letters of resignation from John Kohler and Jeff McMillan. Phil Leitner made a motion to 
accept their resignations; John Froelich seconded the motion. Motion carried, with Cindy Schwehr voting “no”. The 
appointment currently held by Pat Hurley expires the end of December 2012. John Froelich moved to appoint Bruce 
Anderson as District 4 Water Board member; Rodger Berntson seconded the motion. Motion carried. The Auditor 
was instructed to advertise for the remaining two openings on the Water Board, and to state that the applicants must 
reside in either District 1 or District 2 in order to be eligible.  
 

Emergency Management: PSAP Wage & Benefit Package 
 

Kim Franklin, Emergency Manager, presented the results of the research on wages and benefits that she did as part 
of the PSAP (Public Safety Answering Point) proposal to bring the Dispatch on board with the County. As part of this, 
she also checked into life insurance coverage for County employees, which was a benefit offered by other entities, 
but not by the County. Zebulen Dickey, the Colonial Life representative, provided quotes. The commission decided to 
table this until the year-end meeting, and stated that the information was appreciated and would be a good benefit for 
County employees.   
 
Discussion of the County takeover continued, and it was decided to table this until January. Mary Lee Nielson then 
asked to speak, and indicated that the City is now not in favor of moving that antiquated equipment to a different 
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location within the Law Enforcement Center. They feel this would be putting public safety in jeopardy by moving 
these machines. She stated that the Chief of Police also supports this and the City has tabled the current discussion 
until July.  
 

Highway Department: Contracts 
 

Kerry Johnson, Highway Superintendent, and Shawn Mayfield, from Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson, presented Right-of-
Way & Utility Certifications and Construction & Maintenance Agreements for the two grade-raises on the Urbana road 
(CER-0203(060) and CER-0203(061). Cindy Schwehr moved to approve the signing of these documents; Rodger 
Berntson seconded the motion. Motion carried. The bid opening will be February 15, 2013. The combined costs for 
these two projects will be $1.7 - $1.8 million.  
 
Mr. Mayfield informed the Commission that the Minnie Lake Township bridge repair will be finished on December 19, 
2012.  Also, the decision documents, which were previously voted on and approved, for the slide at Ashtabula 
Crossing and the Eckelson Lake grade-raise will need to be signed.  
 
Mr. Johnson reported on the results of the County Auction that was held at the North Dakota Winter Show Event 
Center. The County made over $70,000, less commission and advertising costs.  
 
Mr. Johnson also updated the Commission regarding the proposed improvements to the railroad crossing near the 
new Barnes County North school. This will be a cost-share with the other entities involved.  

 
Planning & Zoning 

 
Betty Koslofsky, Tax Director, presenting the following Auditor’s Lot and Conditional Use Permit (CUP) requests: 1) 
Josh Enger CUP: Rodger Berntson moved to approve; seconded by John Froelich. Motion carried. 2) James Hovda 
CUP: John Froelich moved to approve; seconded by Rodger Berntson. Motion carried. 3) Daniel Hannig CUP: Cindy 
Schwehr moved to approve; seconded by Phil Leitner. Motion carried. 4) Denise Majerus CUP & Auditor’s Lot: Phil 
Leitner moved to approve; seconded by John Froelich. Motion carried. 5) Jerry Walker CUP: Phil Leitner moved to 
approve; seconded by John Froelich. Motion carried. 6) Donald Triebold CUP & Auditor’s Lots 1 & 2: John Froelich 
moved to approve; seconded by Cindy Schwehr. Motion carried. 7) Stan Ryan Auditor’s Lots 1 – 3: Cindy Schwehr 
moved to approve; seconded by Phil Leitner. Motion carried.   
 

Valley City/Barnes County Development Corporation 
 

Jennifer Feist, Executive Director, submitted a request for $3,500 from Economic Development funds to participate in 
a housing study. Cindy Schwehr made a motion to approve the request; John Froelich seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. 

 
Auditor’s Office 

 
Beth Didier, Auditor, presented liquor licenses to be approved for Cross Roads Steakhouse & Lounge. Cindy 
Schwehr moved to accept these, contingent upon verification that property taxes and fees are paid; John Froelich 
seconded the motion. Motion carried.  
 
Ms. Didier presented a letter for the Chairman to authorize the change of signing authority on the County bank 
accounts. She also updated the Commission on various things that have come up during her first week in office. She 
also asked for and received clarification on a number of items, including the process for review and approval of the 
minutes.  

 
Commission Discussion 

 
A number of Department Heads appeared to ask that the County be closed for business the entire day on December 
24, 2012. The policy states that the offices will be closed at noon on Christmas Eve. The Commission discussed this 
at length and determined that no office should be completely closed in the morning, if at all possible.  
 
The Commission also discussed the following: 1) Contracts for clean-up on the SCDRC/FEMA  projects. 2) Recent 
Township Officers Meeting had good turnout. 3) Phil Leitner will work with Jason Thiel on a work-around for the $13 
minimum change to the salary schedule. 4) Water Board concerns.  
 
 
With no further business, Phil Leitner made a motion, seconded by Eldred Knutson, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
___________________      _______________________ 

Beth Didier       Eldred Knutson, Chairman 

Barnes County Auditor      Barnes County Commission 

 


