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Barnes County Commission  
Wednesday, August 3, 2011 

Valley City, North Dakota   
 

The Barnes County Commission met in special session Wednesday, August 3, 2011 with all 
members present.  
 
The Commission met to declare an emergency for a summer flood event after recent rains. Kim 
Franklin, Emergency Manager, stated the river is at 15.5’ and forecasted additional rainfall could 
push that to 17.’  
 
Knutson made a motion, seconded by Froelich, to declare a Barnes County emergency upon 
approval of the following Resolution 11.7: Emergency Declaration. Upon a roll call vote with all 
voting “yes,” motion carried. 
 

Resolution 11.7: Barnes County Emergency Declaration 
WHEREAS, the County of Barnes has the potential for severe flooding due to a very high soil 
moisture content from precipitation received during the spring and summer of 2011 compounded 
with the surface water left from the snow melt from the 2010-2011 excessive snow accumulation; 
and  
WHEREAS, the potential impact of flooding is significant due to the continuous precipitation and 
threatens the health, well-being and public safety of the citizens of Barnes County; and  
WHEREAS, necessary mitigation measures, preparedness actions and other responses must 
begin immediately to protect public health and safety; and 
WHEREAS, the potential damage to public and private property in addition to County, Township, 
and City roads are beyond normal anticipation and budgeted funds; and 
WHEREAS, the cost of cleanup, repair and replacement of such damaged facilities are far in 
excess of County, Township, and City resources. 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners declares an 
emergency and orders the activation and utilization of the Barnes County Emergency Operations 
Plan, its procedures, attachments and appendices to recover from the situation, develop a detailed 
damage assessment, reduce hardship and initiate the appropriate relief actions and mitigation 
measures by departments and agencies of local government to limit the hardships and impact of 
this emergency upon the citizens of Barnes County. 
Pursuant to this proclamation, the County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Chairman or the 
county emergency manager or either of them to enter into contracts and incur obligations 
necessary to combat the emergency to protect the health and safety of persons and property and 
to exercise these powers in the light of the exigencies of an extreme emergency situation without 
regard to time-consuming procedures and formalities prescribed by laws (excepting mandatory 
constitutional requirements). 
Dated in Valley City, North Dakota, this 3rd day of August, 2011 
/s/ Cindy Schwehr, Chair, Barnes County Commission 
 
Ms. Franklin reported on sandbag availability as follows: 50,000 empty and 100,000 filled, with 
20,000 in Fargo with the remainder in Morton County and Bismarck for use by city and county.  
 
It was noted that Valley City had declared an emergency earlier in the day, and that Valley City has 
done some diking. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Berntson made a motion, seconded by 
Leitner, to adjourn. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________                                            ____________________________ 
Edward R. McGough                Cindy Schwehr, Chairperson 
Barnes County Auditor                Barnes County Commission  
 


